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Moses was very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the earth. Num. 12:3
…Your right hand upholds me; and Your gentleness makes me great. Ps. 18:35b
Those who are gentle & lowly will possess the land; they will live in prosperous security. Ps. 37:11
Take My yoke upon you & learn from Me, for I am gentle & humble in heart, & you will find rest for your souls. Math. 11:29
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: "say to the daughter of Zion, 'behold your King is coming to you, gentle, & mounted on a donkey… Math. 21:4-5a
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control... Gal. 5:22-23
Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness… Galatians 6:1
I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness… Ephesians 4:1-2a
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance & gentleness. I Tim. 6:10
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. James 3:13
1. Kent Crouch, Cambridge Idaho, July 08

a. What do you get when you put together… A Lawn Chair / BB Gun / 150 Giant Party Balloons / Blow gun w/ steel darts. Pole w/ hook for pulling in balloons / Parachute / Global Positioning System device with altimeter/ satellite phone / GPS tracking device for the chair, which got away in the wind as he landed last year./  boiled eggs, jerky & chocolate.
b. Kent flew a lawn chair 235 miles, 9 hours, beginning in bend Oregon, across Oregon, landed in Idaho
c. WHY DID HE DO IT???

1. "If I had the time, money & people, I'd do this every weekend, "Things just look different from up there. You're moving so slowly. The best thing is the peace, the serenity.
2.  John Michael Talbot: “The Painter”
A multitude followed a man, a prophet, who spoke words of wisdom
And they listened trying to understand the paradox of His great truth.

Blessed by those who are poor for you shall inherit the kingdom
And blessed be those who are weak for you shall inherit great strength.
Blessed be those who are children for you shall be counted as wise.
And blessed be the blind man for you shall see with new eyes.
Behold now the Kingdom, See with new eyes.

3. Jesus, thru Beatitudes:

a. Slow down & see life from “Up here.” 

b. Take heaven’s perspective on your life, now.

c. Behold now the Kingdom, See with new eyes.

d. Say Beatitudes & Verses
2. “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.”
a.  God has give to great pictures: Moses & Jesus 
· Moses was very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the earth. (Num. 12:3)

· Jesus: “I am gentle and humble in heart.” (Math. 11:28)
b. Great word… with 3 (facets) meanings

1.  Re. Anger:

a. The mean between excessive anger, & exc. angerlessness
b. Moses: Numbers 12
Miriam & Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he’d married, for he’d married a Cushite woman; & they said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?" And the LORD heard it. Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the earth.
 4 And suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, "Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting." And the three of them came out.
 5 And the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud, and stood at the door of the tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came forward.
 6 And he said, "Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a vision, I speak with him in a dream.
 7 Not so with my servant Moses; he is entrusted with all my house.
 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in dark speech; and he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"
 9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, & He departed; & when the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron turned towards Miriam, & behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord, do not punish us because we have done foolishly & have sinned.  Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his mother's womb." And Moses cried to the LORD, "Heal her, O God, I beseech thee."
1.  After many other rebellions already.
2.  He HAD to be angry… but he does not explode.

3.  Has anger in check… does ~ allow to preclude mercy.
c.  Remember Jesus… Before Pontius Pilate & Rel. Leaders
d. “Blessed is the man who is always angry at the right time, and never angry at the wrong time.”
2.  Re. Animal:
a. Regular word: animal > domesticated; trained to obey word of command; learned to answer to the reins, & accept control.
b.  Num. 14… After ~ trusting God @ Kadesh Barnea

"Say to them, 'As I live,' says the LORD, 'just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from 20 years old & upward, who have grumbled against Me. Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb & Joshua. Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey-- I will bring them in, & they will know the land which you have rejected. But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. Your sons shall be shepherds for 40 years in the wilderness, & they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses lie in the wilderness.
1.  Moses’ tour of duty: 2 ½ years > 40: Accepts & obeys.

a. New job description: Next 38 years in wilderness
b. Joshua/Caleb in; everyone else 20+ die in wild. Moses?
2.  Now Moses has to tell the people… & keep leading them.

3.  Key: Moses served out of sense of “Call”  so: Please God

c. And Remember Jesus… Before Pontius Pilate & Rel. Ldrs.
d.  “Blessed is the person who has submitted every instinct, every impulse, every passion to God's control.”
3.  Re. One’s View of One’s Self:
a.  Contrasted with Pride/ > True humility
· Pride that prevents us from acknowledging our TOTAL need 4 God
b. Ex. 33: After Israelites worship Golden Calf!
Moses said to the LORD, "See, U say to me, 'Bring up this people!' … U’ve said, 'I have known U by name, & U have also found favor in My sight.' "Now therefore, I pray U, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I may know U, so that I may find favor in Your sight." And He said, "My presence shall go with U & I will give U rest." Then he said to Him, "If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here…The Lord said to Moses, "I will also do this thing of which U have spoken; for U have found favor in My sight & I have known U by name." Then Moses said, "I pray U, show me Your glory!"
1. SO AWARE OF HIS NEED FOR God:

a. AFTER Golden Calf…  Does not allow frustrating circumstances to prevent him from seeking God.
b. Absolutely dependent upon God's Presence
c.  “Blessed is the man who has the humility to know his own ignorance, his own weakness, and his own need for God.”
d. And, Remember Jesus… Before Pontius Pilate & Rel. Ldrs.
3. How to become “Gentle”

a. Know the Gentleness of God > U… Hasn’t He?
· …Your gentleness makes me great. Ps. 18:35b

b. “Fruit of the Spirit is Gentleness (A gift, from walking in Spirit)
c.  Take My yoke upon U & learn from Me, for I am gentle & humble in heart
· Biblical times: young ox > yoked to older, experienced ox > older might train him to perform properly. By bearing same yoke, the untrained ox learned the proper pace & how to heed direction of the master. We learn by being yoked to Christ, as we surrender our lives to him for direction.

d. Pursue Poverty of spirit & Mourning for sins
1.   2 Weeks ago, on Monday Night

a. SUV parked in driveway, parallel to road (many cars) > I Police
b. Driver appears/ I hang up/ “Mam, we can do better.”

c.  “I don’t like your attitude.”/ She moves vehicle

d. I leave/return & she’s re-parked in driveway!

e. Before I say anything: “You are harassing me: I’m calling police.”

f. I wait 20 minutes… she drives away. I now call police. ANGRY!

2.  2 nights later: Blue Devotional book: Math. 20:

· Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down & making a request of Him. He said to her, "What do U wish?" She said to Him, "Command that in UR kingdom these 2 sons of mine may sit 1 on Your right & 1 on Your left." But Jesus answered, "You do not know what U are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?"
· Me: Angry @ Mother: using worship to try to manipulate Jesus. 
· But Jesus was firm & GENTLE > I Was NOT > Confess & go ask.

· “Your gentleness makes me great.” Ps. 18:35b
4. “How can I know if I am truly meek? 

· Martyn Lloyd-Jones: “The 1 who is truly meek is the 1 who is amazed that God and man can think of him as well as they do & treat him as well as they do.” 

· The test as to whether we are truly meek is 
· Not whether we can say we are poor sinners

· But rather what we do when someone else calls us vile sinners. Try it!

  And, Remember Jesus… Before Pontius Pilate and Rel. ldrs.
5. “Change My Heart O God”
In our modern English idiom the word meek is hardly one of the honorable words of life. Nowadays it carries with it an idea

of spinelessness, and subservience, and mean-spiritedness. It paints the picture of a submissive and ineffective creature. But

it so happens that the word meek-in Greek praus-was one of the great Greek ethical words.

Aristotle has a great deal to say about the quality of meekness (praotes). It was Aristotle's fixed method to define every virtue as the mean between two extremes. On the one hand there was the extreme of excess; on the other hand there was the extreme of defect; and in between there was the virtue itself, the happy medium. To take an example, on the one extreme there is the spendthrift; on the other extreme there is the miser; and in between there is the generous man.

Aristotle defines meekness, praotes, as the mean between excessive anger, and excessive angerlessness. Praotes, meekness, as Aristotle saw it, is the happy medium between too much and too little anger. And so the first possible translation of this beatitude is: Blessed is the man who is always angry at the right time, and never angry at the wrong time.

If we ask what the right time and the wrong time are, we may say as a general rule for life that it is never right to be angry

for any insult or injury done to ourselves; that is something that no Christian must ever resent; but that it is often right to be

angry at injuries done to other people. Selfish anger is always a sin; selfless anger can be one of the great moral dynamics of

the world.

But the word praus has a second Greek usage. It is the regular word for an animal which has been domesticated, which has

been trained to obey the word of command, which has learned to answer to the reins. It is the word for an animal which has

learned to accept control. So the second possible translation of this beatitude is: Blessed is the man who has every instinct, every impulse, every passion under control. Blessed is the man who is entirely self-controlled.

The moment we have stated that, we see that it needs a change. It is not so much the blessing of the man who is

self-controlled, for such complete self-control is beyond human capacity; rather, it is the blessing of the man who is

completely God-controlled, for only in his service do we find our perfect freedom, and in doing his will our peace.

But there is still a third possible side from which we may approach this beatitude. The Greeks always contrasted the quality

which they called  praotes, and which the Authorized Version translates meekness, with the quality which they called

hupselokardia, which means lofty-heartedness. In praotes there is the true humility which banishes all pride.

Without humility a man cannot learn, for the first step to learning is the realization of our own ignorance. Quintilian, the great

Roman teacher of oratory, said of certain of his scholars, "They would no doubt be excellent students, if they were not

already convinced of their own knowledge.: No one can teach the man who knows it all already. Without humility there can

be no such thing as love, for the very beginning of love is a sense of unworthiness. Without humility there can be no true

religion, for all true religion begins with a realization of our own weakness and of our need for God. Man reaches only true

manhood when he is always conscious that he is the creature and that God is the Creator, and that without God he can do nothing.

Praotes describes humility, the acceptance of the necessity to learn and of the necessity to be forgiven. It describes man's

only proper attitude to God. So then, the third possible translation of this beatitude is:

Blessed is the man who has the humility to know his own ignorance, his own weakness, and his own need.
The Bliss of the God-Controlled Life: #Matt 5:5   Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

In our modern English idiom the word meek is hardly one of the honorable words of life. Nowadays it carries with it an idea

of spinelessness, and subservience, and mean-spiritedness. It paints the picture of a submissive and ineffective creature. But

it so happens that the word meek-in Greek praus-was one of the great Greek ethical words.

Aristotle has a great deal to say about the quality of meekness (praotes). It was Aristotle's fixed method to define every virtue as the mean between two extremes. On the one hand there was the extreme of excess; on the other hand there was the extreme of defect; and in between there was the virtue itself, the happy medium. To take an example, on the one extreme there is the spendthrift; on the other extreme there is the miser; and in between there is the generous man.

Aristotle defines meekness, praotes, as the mean between excessive anger, and excessive angerlessness. Praotes, meekness, as Aristotle saw it, is the happy medium between too much and too little anger. And so the first possible translation of this beatitude is: Blessed is the man who is always angry at the right time, and never angry at the wrong time.

If we ask what the right time and the wrong time are, we may say as a general rule for life that it is never right to be angry

for any insult or injury done to ourselves; that is something that no Christian must ever resent; but that it is often right to be

angry at injuries done to other people. Selfish anger is always a sin; selfless anger can be one of the great moral dynamics of

the world.

But the word praus has a second Greek usage. It is the regular word for an animal which has been domesticated, which has

been trained to obey the word of command, which has learned to answer to the reins. It is the word for an animal which has

learned to accept control. So the second possible translation of this beatitude is: Blessed is the man who has every instinct, every impulse, every passion under control. Blessed is the man who is entirely self-controlled.

The moment we have stated that, we see that it needs a change. It is not so much the blessing of the man who is

self-controlled, for such complete self-control is beyond human capacity; rather, it is the blessing of the man who is

completely God-controlled, for only in his service do we find our perfect freedom, and in doing his will our peace.

But there is still a third possible side from which we may approach this beatitude. The Greeks always contrasted the quality

which they called  praotes, and which the Authorized Version translates meekness, with the quality which they called

hupselokardia, which means lofty-heartedness. In praotes there is the true humility which banishes all pride.

Without humility a man cannot learn, for the first step to learning is the realization of our own ignorance. Quintilian, the great

Roman teacher of oratory, said of certain of his scholars, "They would no doubt be excellent students, if they were not

already convinced of their own knowledge.: No one can teach the man who knows it all already. Without humility there can

be no such thing as love, for the very beginning of love is a sense of unworthiness. Without humility there can be no true

religion, for all true religion begins with a realization of our own weakness and of our need for God. Man reaches only true

manhood when he is always conscious that he is the creature and that God is the Creator, and that without God he can do nothing.

Praotes describes humility, the acceptance of the necessity to learn and of the necessity to be forgiven. It describes man's

only proper attitude to God. So then, the third possible translation of this beatitude is:

Blessed is the man who has the humility to know his own ignorance, his own weakness, and his own need.

It is this meekness, Jesus says, which will inherit the earth. It is the fact of history that it has always been the men with this

gift of self-control, the men with their passions, and instincts, and impulses under discipline, who have been great. Numbers

says of Moses, the greatest leader and the greatest law-giver the world has ever seen: "Now the man Moses was very meek,

more than all men that were on the face of the earth" (#Numb 12:3 ). Moses was no milk and water character; he was no

spineless creature; he could be blazingly angry; but he was a man whose anger was on the leash, only to be released when

the time was right. The writer of Proverbs has it: "He that rules his spirit is better than he who takes a city." (#Prov 16:32 ).

It was the lack of that very quality which ruined Alexander the Great, who, in a fit of uncontrolled temper in the middle of a

drunken debauch, hurled a spear at his best friend and killed him. No man can lead others until he has mastered himself; no

man can serve others until he has subjected himself; no man can be in control of others until he has learned to control

himself. But the man who gives himself into the complete control of God will gain this meekness which will indeed enable

him to inherit the earth.

It is clear that this word praus means far more than the English word meek now means; it is, in fact, clear that there is no one

English word which will translate it, although perhaps the word gentle comes nearest to it. The full translation of this third

beatitude must read:

O THE BLISS OF THE MAN WHO IS ALWAYS ANGRY AT THE RIGHT TIME AND NEVER ANGRY AT THE

WRONG TIME, WHO HAS EVERY INSTINCT, AND IMPULSE, AND PASSION UNDER CONTROL BECAUSE HE

HIMSELF IS GOD-CONTROLLED, WHO HAS THE HUMILITY TO REALISE HIS OWN IGNORANCE AND HIS OWN

WEAKNESS, FOR SUCH A MAN IS A KING AMONG MEN!

3 The Strength of Gentleness

Matthew 5:5

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

— Matthew 5:5

Two men faced each other on the pavement before the governor’s palace. One was Jesus Christ, the meekest man who ever lived. The other was Pontius Pilate, a man of extraordinary pride.

Jesus appeared as the epitome of weakness, a poor Jew caught on the inexorable tides of Roman history, frail and impotent, a man destined to be obliterated from the earth. Pilate was the personification of Roman power. The tides of history were with him. As part of Rome, he was heir to the earth.

The two figures are opposite ends of a tragic paradox. Jesus Christ, the prisoner, was the free man. He was in absolute control. Jesus, the meek, would inherit not only the earth but the universe. On the other hand, Pilate, the governor, was the prisoner of his own pride. He could not even control his soul. He had no inheritance.

Jesus not only taught the paradox “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” — he lived it. Christ was master of the paradox. His teaching is salted with shining contrasts like:

	La    last is first.

	Gi    giving is receiving.

	D    dying is living.

	Lo   loosing is finding.

	L    last is greatest.

	P    poor is rich.

	W   weakness is strength.

	Se  serving is ruling.


For Christ, paradoxes were an especially effective way of getting people to see essential spiritual truth — in this instance, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

The beauty of a paradox is that it grabs our attention because it falls on the ear with an elevating dissonance. In the case of Matthew 5:5, it seems far truer to say, “Blessed are the proud, the intimidating, for they will inherit the earth.” But Jesus is teaching the survival not of the fittest but of the meekest! How in the world are the meek going to inherit anything? Life simply does not work that way. Jesus’ Beatitude contravenes the laws of nature — and of society. Just look at those who occupy the executive suites — the strong, the self-sufficient, the overbearing, the capable, the aggressive, the ambitious. The world belongs to the “John Waynes.” It belongs to those who proudly intone:

	O  Out of the night that covers me,

	Bl  black as the Pit from pole to pole,

	I  I I thank whatever gods may be

	Ff  for my unconquerable soul.1


The last thing the average man wants to be known for is meekness. It seems that Jesus has made a great mistake, but of course we know that our Lord has not. Indeed this Beatitude provides an infallible law of life and a remarkable power for living and dying.

Tender Steel

So to begin, what does “Blessed are the meek” mean? Specifically, what does the word “meek” — or as many translations have it, “gentle” — mean?

Understand first that meekness is not weakness. It does not denote cowardice or spinelessness or timidity or the willingness to have peace at any cost. Neither does meekness suggest indecisiveness, wishy-washiness, or a lack of confidence. Meekness does not imply shyness or a withdrawn personality, as contrasted with that of an extrovert. Nor can meekness be reduced to mere niceness.

Bearing this in mind, we must note that the Greek word’s development in classical literature and its other usages in the New Testament absolutely confirm the popular translations of meek and gentle.

In classical Greek the word was used to describe tame animals, soothing medicine, a mild word, and a gentle breeze.2 “It is a word with a caress in it.”3 The New Testament bears the same sense. John Wycliffe translated the third Beatitude, “Blessed be mild men.”4 Gentleness and meekness are, indeed, caressing words.

Meekness/gentleness also implies self-control. Aristotle explained that it is the mean between excessive anger and excessive angerlessness. So the man who is meek is able to balance his anger. It is strength under control.5 The meek person is strong! He is gentle, meek, and mild, but he is in control. He is as strong as steel.

Trusting Steel

A reading of Psalm 37 shows that Jesus consciously alluded to verse 11, “But the meek will inherit the land,” when he formulated the third Beatitude. This statement’s location in the heart of this great Psalm is deeply revelatory of what meekness/gentleness rests upon. The Israelites to whom the Psalm was written, despite living in the land, did not truly possess it because of the working of evil men. What were they to do? In a word, trust (“trust,” vv. 3, 5; “be still . . . wait,” v. 7). Thus a deep trust in the sovereign power of God is the key to meekness.

Gentle Jesus himself forever displayed the dynamic of trust that is part and parcel of meekness. “When,” as Peter records, “they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).

Jesus’ Meekness

Jesus said of himself, “I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). As the incarnation of meekness, he displayed it in two ways, both of which showed his power.

In respect to his own person, he practiced neither retaliation nor vindictiveness. When he was mocked and spat upon, he answered nothing, for he trusted his Father. As we have noted, when he was confronted by Pilate, he kept silent. When his friends betrayed him and fled, he uttered no reproach. When Peter denied him, Jesus restored him to fellowship and service. When Judas came and kissed him in Gethsemane, Jesus called him “friend.” And Jesus meant it. He was never insincere. Even in the throes of death, he pleaded, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). In all of this Jesus, meek and mild, was in control. He radiated power.

Yet, when it came to matters of faith and the welfare of others, Jesus was a lion. He rebuked the Pharisees’ hardness of heart when he healed the man’s withered hand on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9-45). He was angered when his disciples tried to prevent little children from coming to him (Mark 10:13-16). Jesus made a whip and drove the moneychangers from the temple (John 2:14-17). He called Peter “Satan” after the outspoken fisherman tried to deter him from His heavenly mission (Matthew 16:21-23). All of this came from Jesus, the incarnation of gentleness.

Bringing this all together, we have an amazing picture. The one who is meek has a gentle spirit because he trusts God. Indeed, there is a caress about his presence. At the same time the meek person possesses immense strength and self-control, which he exhibits in extending love rather than retaliation against those who do him evil. He stands up fearlessly in defense of others or of the truth as the occasion arises.

Jesus’ Smile

Our Lord’s words “Blessed are the meek” make it clear that a gentle and meek spirit has the divine approval. Therefore the presence or lack of such is indicative of one’s spiritual status.

Of course, no one perfectly manifests meekness in his or her life. No one’s life is a perpetual caress. No one is so strong that his or her only response is love. No one totally escapes pride and self. Nevertheless, Jesus’ warnings are clear.

• Harshness: If you are mean in your treatment of others, if there is an absence of gentleness in your treatment of others, take heed.

• Grasping: If you make sure you always get yours first, if numero uno is the subtle driving force in your life, if you care little about how your actions affect others, beware.

• Vengeful: If you are known as someone never to cross, if you always get your “pound of flesh,” be on your guard.

• Uncontrolled: If rage fills your soul so that life is a series of explosions occasioned by the “fools” in your life, watch out.

Again, this is not to suggest that you are not a Christian if you fall into these sins, but rather to point out that if they are part of your persona, if you are a self-satisfied “Christian” who thinks that the lack of gentleness and meekness is “just you” and people will have to get used to it, if you are not repentant, you are probably not a Christian.

Jesus’ words are not demanding perfection. The point is, however, that if a gentle/meek spirit is not at least imperfectly present in your life, if it is not incipient and growing, you may very well not have the smile of Christ, which is everything.

The Sublime Paradox

The reward for meekness is truly amazing: “They will inherit the earth.”

As was mentioned, the inspiration for this magnificent paradox is Psalm 37, which encourages God’s people not to fret because of evil, but rather to trust because “the meek will inherit the land” (v. 11; cf. vv. 9, 22, 29, 34). In the New Testament, God’s people are not a physical nation — they are gathered from all nations and tongues. And the land/earth they inherit is not a physical plot of ground — it is heaven itself. The time is coming when, as fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17), we will reign with him in his earthly kingdom. We will inherit the earth. We will even judge the world (l Corinthians 6:2). The paradox will be literally fulfilled, far beyond our wildest dreams.

But there is also a present inheritance that abundantly enriches our earthly existence. There is a sense in which those who set their minds on riches never possess anything. This was given classic expression by one of the world’s wealthiest men when asked how much is enough money. “Just a little bit more,” he answered. He owned everything, yet possessed nothing!

It is the meek who own the earth now, for when their life is free from the tyranny of “just a little more,” when a gentle spirit caresses their approach to their rights, then they possess all. As Izaak Walton explained:

I could there sit quietly, and looking on the waters see fishes leaping at flies of several shapes and colors. Looking on the hills, I could behold them spotted with woods and groves. Looking down the meadows, I could see a boy gathering lilies and lady-smocks, and there a girl cropping columbines and cowslips, all to make garlands suitable to this present month of May. As I thus sat, joying in mine own happy condition, I did thankfully remember what my Saviour said, that the meek possess the earth.6

The meek are the only ones who inherit the earth. The “they” in “they shall inherit” is emphatic: “They alone, only they, shall inherit the earth.” They are rich right now; and fifty billion trillion years into eternity they will be lavishing in the unfolding of “the incomparable riches of his grace” (Ephesians 2:7).

Becoming Meek

There are three concurrent paths to Christlike meekness.

First, we must realize that a gentle, caressing spirit is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:23). Therefore, it comes only through grace. We must cast ourselves on God, asking in humble prayer that he give us life, make us his children, and instill in us a spirit of meekness. At the same time, we can ask confidently because we know that if we ask anything according to his will he will do it (cf. John 14:13; 1 John 5:14). Such asking ought to be continual because every soul needs to grow in grace regardless of one’s level of spiritual maturity.

Second, we must yoke ourselves to Jesus, for he was the incarnation of meekness. Our Lord said of himself, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:29, 30). Jesus promises us that if we yoke ourselves to him, we will learn gentleness and humility.

In Biblical times a young ox was yoked to an older, experienced ox so that the older might train him to perform properly. By bearing the same yoke, the untrained ox learned the proper pace and how to heed the direction of the master. We learn by being yoked to Christ, as we surrender our lives to him for direction.

Third, we must give close attention to the progression of thought in the Beatitudes, for it provides us with a three-step ladder to meekness. The initial step begins in the first Beatitude (Matthew 5:3) with poverty of spirit, which comes from a true knowledge of ourselves. We realize that there is nothing within us that would commend us to God. We fall short. We need God.

In the next Beatitude (v. 4) we progress to mourning. We most naturally lament our state of spiritual poverty. This mourning is an enviable state because in it we are blessed and comforted.

We should note that poverty of spirit and mourning are negative. However, when true poverty of spirit and spiritual mourning are present, they make way for the positive virtue of meekness. In a sense, meekness is superior to the two preceding states because it grows out of them. The process is all so natural, so beautiful, and yet also quite supernatural!

We must stop here and say to ourselves, “I see how the progression works, and I see that it comes by grace, but how can I know when I am truly meek?” That is a good question. Martyn Lloyd-Jones gave his congregation in Westminster Chapel the answer, and I can say it no better. “The man who is truly meek is the man who is amazed that God and man can think of him as well as they do and treat him as well as they do.”7 The test as to whether we are truly meek is not whether we can say we are poor sinners, but rather what we do when someone else calls us vile sinners. Try it!

The Need for Gentle Christians

We need to rise above superficial Christianity. None of us must imagine that because we have good manners and display the proper social conventions we are fulfilling the meekness called for in this third Beatitude.

Evangelical passwords and civilities are not enough. God will not be impressed, nor will the world. May the paradoxes of the Sermon on the Mount penetrate our beings and drive us to an ongoing poverty of spirit, ongoing mourning, and ongoing meekness.

We cannot afford not to have this happen! Those closest to us need to see positive spiritual reality in our lives, especially the paradox of Christian meekness. They need to see its strength as we are willing to put our lives on the line for others and to stand tall for truth when necessary. They need to see gentleness and a non-retaliatory spirit within us. And when they do, they will see Jesus. That is who the world really needs to see!

What is this meekness? I should say, first, with respect to our relation towards God, meekness means entire submission to the Divine will. The meek, whom God will beautify with salvation, are a people who do not quarrel with God.

They have left off that pernicious habit. They do not find fault with God’s teaching. What they read in God’s Word they

are willing to believe without asking any questions. They see, there, much that is mysterious, but if God conceals the

meaning of it, they believe that it is to His Glory to have it concealed, and they do not attempt to pry within the veil.

There is much in God’s Word that is difficult—they are not sorry for that, for there is so much more room for the exercise

of their faith! They do not expect to be as God—he who could fully understand God must be, himself, a god! These

meek people are satisfied to be the children of God. And as the children of a man do not expect to understand all that

their father says, but are willing to believe very much which they cannot comprehend, so is it with the children of God

who are meek and teachable. They open their hearts for the Lord to write His Truth thereon and they do not say, “We
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cannot receive this,” or, “We cannot accept that.” It is written, “All your children shall be taught of the Lord,” and it is

so in a very special sense with God’s meek children—they submit themselves to His teaching.

They submit themselves to God’s chastening as well as to His teaching. If he scourges them, that scourging is no

more pleasant to them than it is to others, but they do not resist the rod, but ask that it may be sanctified to them and

they prepare themselves to endure all the will of God. There are some nominally Christian people who quarrel a great

deal with God—some who have lost friends and they have never forgiven the Lord for taking them away—some who

have become poor and they have a standing grudge against the Most High because He has dealt with them as He has

done. This kind of conduct brings no good to anybody and it often causes increased suffering. The more the ox kicks

against the goad, the deeper is the sharp point driven into its flesh. Our sorrows are multiplied tenfold by our rebellions!

If we were not only resigned, but actually acquiescent to the Divine will, we would not smart nearly as much as we do.

This, then, I take it, is part of what it is to be meek—to be perfectly submissive to Divine teaching and to Divine chastening.

If a man is truly meek, he yields himself up to all the influences of the Spirit of God. You know that if you see a cork

out in the river, if there is but a tiny ripple, it moves. If there is only a breath of wind, it goes up and down at once. But if

some great ship is lying there, it does not stir, it stays quite still. I daresay you think, “I want to be just as responsive to

the Divine will as that cork upon the surface of the stream is to every movement of the water. I wish to be as the feather

that is wafted by the breath of God whichever way He pleases. Oh, that He did but will anything, and that I did it at

once! Oh, that He did but speak, yes, oh, that before He spoke, I might catch the very glance of His eyes and do what He desires!” His promise is, “I will guide you with My eye,” and He says, “Be you not as the horse, or as the mule, which

have no understanding; whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near to you.” Oh, to be so meek

as to feel at once the motion of the Spirit of God upon the soul—and to yield oneself to it, as the plastic clay that can be

molded into any shape by the potter’s fingers. The Lord make us such—for these are the people whom He will beautify

with His salvation!

I have spoken of meekness towards God, but those who are truly meek are also gentle towards their fellow men. I

wish that all Christians had this character and that they might not be rough, overbearing, proud, and intimidating as

some are. There are some who seem to think that nobody would esteem them if they did not kick everybody as they went along. They seem to fancy that all other people as well as themselves are made of iron and that their power will not be known unless they dash themselves against all who come near them! But it should not be so among the children of God.

Oh, that we might learn that holy courtesy which is one of the true marks of a Christian! Oh, that we might have a tender

regard for other people’s feelings because we have a fellow-feeling with them and that we might pass through the world,

not anxious to be noticed, but rather to be unnoticed! Not desirous to be great, but willing to be little, eager rather to

wash the saints’ feet than to have them crown our heads, desirous not so much to be ministered to as to minister, for true

greatness lies in the sacrifice of self for the good of others! Remember how our Lord said to His disciples, “Whoever will

be chief among you, let him be your servant”? This is always the rule in the Church of Christ—God makes it to be so,

though it seems not according to the usual bent of human nature. The Lord takes great delight in those who are of such a

meek, quiet, humble and lowly disposition.

These meek people bear, and forbear, and forgive, even though they have just cause for resentment. For a man to be

good-tempered when he is never provoked is no great credit to him. It has been said that the devil himself is goodtempered

when he is pleased—and I daresay he is. But for a man who is much provoked, for one who is foully slandered,

for one who wishes to do good, but who is misrepresented in all that he does—for such a man to still feel, “It really does

not matter. I shall not take any notice of it. I wish I had not even observed it. It is for me to be just as kind as ever I was to

those who are most ungrateful—in fact, to heap coals of fire upon the head of him who does me injury, and to do the

more good to those from whom I receive the most ill”—this is the way to go through the world feeling that you will not

take offense at anything that people say or do! It takes two to make a quarrel and if I will not quarrel with you, then you

cannot quarrel with me! Blessed are these peacemakers who keep the peace, themselves, by readily forgiving the wrong

done to them by others.
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They, also, are meek who can continue to love with much perseverance. To love the unlovely—this is the love which

the Spirit of God works in our hearts! To love those who are not only unlovely, but actually unloving, and who return

evil for our good and cursing for our blessing—this, indeed, is to be a child of God!

Now, my Brothers and Sisters, I have shown you who the meek are towards God, and towards men. Will you judge

whether you deserve that title? Such people are also lowly in themselves. “Oh!” says one, “I will try to be meek.” No, my

Friend, do not try to be meek, because he who is meek is meek without trying! I do not know anything that is more nauseous

than the attempt some people make to be amiable, Their pride pokes out at every corner and though they try to be

very gentle, there is no real gentleness in them and, consequently, it cannot come out of them! Dear Friend, will you

learn this lesson? You are a poor sinner—therefore, be meek. You may well forgive others, for you have good cause to

ask others to forgive you. You may well be patient with those who provoke you, for you have often provoked your God,

yet He has been wondrously patient with you. You may well put up with affronts from your fellows, for who are you,

after all? If you have a right idea of yourself, you are so little and so inconsiderable, that whoever affronts you, affronts a

mere nobody—so it does not matter! Whoever treads on you does but tread upon the dust, for you are dust—so who

shall blame him? “You are setting us hard lessons,” says one. I know that I am! And unless the Lord shall teach you, you

will never learn them! It takes a long time to put out the fierce fires of pride—and when you think you have really become

meek and lowly in heart, it is sadly surprising how, with a little breath, the ashes begin to glow—and soon the old

fires are burning up again! Some people say, “You know, it is a natural pride,” as if its being a natural pride made it any

better! Oh, that God would tread out the last spark of it, so that we might obey that blessed command of our Lord,

“Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.”
Matthew 5:5   5 "Blessed are the gentle/meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Num. 12:3 Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the earth.
Ps. 18:35 You have also given me the shield of Your salvation, And Your right hand upholds me; And Your gentleness makes me great.

Ps. 37:10-11: In a little while, the wicked will disappear. Though you look for them, they will be gone. Those who are gentle and lowly will possess the land; they will live in prosperous security.”
Math. 11:28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Math. 21:4-5a this took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: "say to the daughter of Zion, 'behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey…
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 6:1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness…
Ephesians 4:1-2a Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness…
I Tim. 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
James 3:13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
I Pet: 3: 3 Your adornment must not be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
I Pet. 3:15 Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
1. By KEITH RIDLER  Jul 6, 6:46 AM (ET)
CAMBRIDGE, Idaho (AP) - Using his trusty BB gun to help him return to Earth, a 48-year-old gas station owner flew a lawn chair rigged with helium-filled balloons more than 200 miles across the Oregon desert Saturday, landing in a field in Idaho.

Kent Couch created a sensation in this tiny farming community, where he touched down safely in a pasture after lifting off from Bend, Ore., and was soon greeted by dozens of people who gave him drinks of water, local plumber Mark Hetz said.

"My wife works at the City Market," Hetz said. "She called and said, 'The balloon guy in the lawn chair just flew by the market, and if you look out the door you can see him.

"We go outside to look, and lo and behold, there he is. He's flying by probably 100 to 200 feet off the ground.

"He takes his BB gun and shoots some balloons to lower himself to the ground. When he hit the ground he released all the little tiny balloons. People were racing down the road with cameras. They were all talking and laughing."

Couch covered about 235 miles in about nine hours after lifting off at dawn from his gas station riding in a green lawn chair rigged with an array of more than 150 giant party balloons.

Sandi Barton, 58, who has lived her whole life in this town of about 300, said she and her brother-in-law were the first ones to reach Couch and shook his hand.

"Not much happens in Cambridge," she said, adding that about half the town turned out.

"He came right over our pea field," she said. "He was coming down pretty fast."

She said Couch gave some of his balloons to local children.

It was not clear where Couch went after he landed.

It began after Couch, clutching a big mug of coffee, kissed his wife and kids goodbye, then patted their shivering Chihuahua, Isabella, on the head.

After spilling off some cherry-flavored Kool-Aid that served as ballast, Couch got a push from the ground crew so he could clear light poles and soared over a coffee cart and across U.S. Highway 20 into a bright blue sky.

"Originally, I wanted to do it because of boyhood dreams. I don't know about girls, but I think most guys look up in the sky and wish they could ride on a cloud."

Couch's wife, Susan, called him crazy: "It's never been a dull moment since I married him."

This was Couch's third balloon flight. He realized it would be possible after watching a TV show about the 1982 lawn chair flight over Los Angeles of truck driver Larry Walters, who gained folk hero fame but was fined $1,500 for violating air traffic rules.

In 2006, Couch had to parachute out after popping too many balloons. And last year he flew 193 miles to the sagebrush of northeastern Oregon, short of his goal.

"I'm not stopping till I get out of state," he said.

To that end, he ordered more balloons. Dozens of volunteers wearing fluorescent green T-shirts that said "Dream Big" filled latex balloons 5 feet in diameter, attached them to strings and tied clusters of six balloons each to a tiny carabineer clip.

Each balloon gives four pounds of lift. The chair was about 400 pounds, and Couch and his parachute 200 more.

"I'd go to 30,000 feet if I didn't shoot a balloon down periodically," Couch said.

For that job, he carried a Red Ryder BB gun and a blow gun equipped with steel darts. He also had a pole with a hook for pulling in balloons, a parachute in case anything went wrong, a handheld Global Positioning System device with altimeter, a satellite phone, and two GPS tracking devices. One was one for him, the other for the chair, which got away in the wind as he landed last year.

For food he carried some boiled eggs, jerky and chocolate.

Associated Press writer Jeff Barnard contributed to this story from Bend, Ore.

"If I had the time and money and people, I'd do this every weekend," Couch said before getting into the chair. "Things just look different from up there. You've moving so slowly. The best thing is the peace, the serenity.

[image: image1.png]



1. Pride blocks and Humility enables… Learning

· Quintilian, great Roman teacher, "They would no doubt be excellent students, if they were not already convinced of their own knowledge.”

[image: image2.png]






When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 


He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,





Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.





Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.





Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.





Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 


for they shall be satisfied.





Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.





Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.





Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.





Blessed are those who have been persecuted 


for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 








